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17th June 2020 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
Since the government’s announcement that there is no requirement to extend our wider opening to 
include Years 2-5, I have been giving a lot of consideration to what happens next to those children – and 
to the many others who have not yet returned to school. 
 
I emailed the local authority some weeks ago now with an outline of my plans for September but was 
told to hold fire as the situation is changing so quickly. I contacted them again within the last fortnight. 
I totally understand that the ever-changing response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and a national 
approach to a return to ‘normal’ is something we, at school level, are not in a position to predict. 
However, I also understand that some parents are getting a little anxious to know what is going to 
happen in September and how we plan to support the children, settle them back into school and help 
them to catch up some of the lost time. Similarly, as a team keen to do the best we can for the children, 
we want a clear way forward to take us into September and beyond, and we would like this in place 
sooner rather than later so that we can plan appropriately and ensure that this plan is well executed 
(last-minute decisions made at the end of term is not how I see this working best). 
 
My suggestion from the outset, and intention as things stand, is for the children to return to their current 
classrooms and current teachers for the first half of the autumn term. I believe this will be beneficial to 
the children for a number of reasons: 
• They will return to a space they are familiar with and to the adults they know. 
• Because the teacher and TA will know the children well, they will be best-equipped to help support 

them back into school, both in terms of any social or emotional support they might need and with 
regard to their learning. 

• The teacher will know what important parts of that year group’s curriculum were missed and be able 
to pick this up straightway, filling the gaps and preparing them for the move to the next year group.  

• Transition visits to their new classes and teachers can take place as they would have done this term. 
• ‘End of year’ activities missed, such as parties or sports days, can take place and there can be a proper 

‘end’ to their current year group. 
• Mrs Rees and Mrs Whyatt, whose children will have moved on to secondary school, will work closely 

alongside Miss Morgan to prepare them for the year ahead (Year 5 will effectively have extra teachers 
for that time). 

You will also receive an end-of-year report, but this will be issued in October. As a result, the progress 
report you would usually receive in December would not be sent out but you would then receive a full 
report from the new class teacher at Easter as per our usual reporting arrangements, seeing us ‘back to 
normal’. 
 
Transition arrangements are causing me some concern at the moment and we are still waiting to hear 
from local secondary schools about their plans for September’s Year 7. Mrs Rees and Mrs Whyatt are on 
the case! They have had virtual meetings with some of the schools to discuss the children and their needs 
come September, but we are awaiting further contact.  Similarly, I have been given no further 
information regarding our new Reception intake and how we are expected to manage that e.g. whether 
time frames can be amended in response to the COVID-19 crisis. If and of this affects your child, please 
bear with us and we will be in touch separately. 
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I know that there has been some talk and speculation about summer schools and catch-up programmes. 
I have heard nothing officially about this but my personal opinion is that this is a gimmick to create the 
illusion that action to remedy the lost learning time is taking place. Children have missed valuable 
learning time, that is a fact. Home learning will have helped and hopefully ensured that they don’t 
‘forget’ too much, as they practise and apply their more recently acquired knowledge and skills. 
However, the degree to which this will have been successful will vary greatly from child to child, 
depending on a number of external factors and individual circumstances. I want no child to end up 
disadvantaged by these difficult times – although for some it will be inevitable – and therefore it is 
imperative that once school opens fully we ‘hit the ground running’. Sticking plaster approaches won’t 
work. Short-term quick-fixes won’t work. As professionals we know that getting the children back up to 
where they should have been will be a marathon, not a sprint – so we need the coming weeks and 
months to get into training! 
 
I must stress, that all of our current plans are conditional: the government or local authority may come 
up with an alternative plan and my hands may then be tied.  There are also some budgetary 
considerations which could be problematic if I am to accommodate two Reception classes concurrently. 
However, I felt it was important to let you know my thoughts at this point and try to allay any concerns 
you may have.  I will endeavour to make firm plans as soon as possible and will keep you informed as I 
do. Whatever happens, we will do the best we can for every child as they return to school. 
 
These remain uncertain times, and I remain thankful for the understanding and support shown by our 
families. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
R.L.Jordan 
 
Rebecca Jordan 
Head Teacher 
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